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March 29.

The passion for equality is an attribute either of the most high-
minded or of those who are merely the most jealous and envious.
The last should rather be called haters of superiority than lovers of
equality. It is only the high-minded to whom equality is really
agreeable. A proof is that they are the only persons who are capable
of strong and durable attachments to their equals; while strong
and durable attachments to superiors or inferiors are far more
common and are possible to the vulgarest natures.

March 30.

When death draws near, how contemptibly little appears the
good one has done! how gigantic that which one had the power and
therefore the duty of doing! I seem to have frittered away the
working years of life in mere preparatory trifles, and now "the
night when no one can work " has surprised me with the real duty
of my life undone.

March 31.

Apart from bodily pain, and from grief for the grief of those who
love us, the most disagreeable thing about dying is the intolerable
ennui of it. There ought to be no slow deaths.

April i.

It is a happy effect of habit that the daily occupations, even
when comparatively unimportant, which interested one during life
continue to interest one, if one remains capable of them, even
with the end full in view. I quite appreciate the wish to " die in
harness,"

April 2.

An experiment is now making in the altered state of human
affairs, viz., whether a state of war will now, as formerly, interrupt
internal improvement, There are already evident signs of its
destroying in the public all active interest in improvement of
institutions. But in this country ministries are now disposed to go
on improving with less stimulus than heretofore from any opinion
but that of the enlightened few. All that seems certain is that
nothing will be done while the war lasts, which requires a strong
popular impulse to carry it through the two Houses.o have a true friend, one or the other of these things must
